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Parallax Proper Motion of 61 Cygni

Denoted µ ~ 5 “/yr
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Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel

• Measures first reliable parallax (1838) 61 Cygni of p = 0.314 ”

• Modern value is p = 0.28588 +/- 0.00054 “

Gaia Spacecraft

Determine the position, parallax, and annual proper motion of         
1 billion stars in Milky Way with an accuracy of about 20 - 200 µas 
(depending on brightness of stars).


